WASHINGTON  SOCIETY

TO SAML. HARRISON SMITH

Friday, July 8, [1803] New York.1

Perhaps this letter may reach you, if it does it will
assure you of my participation in your satisfaction on the
interesting event which has occurred. Your letter this
morning induces me to believe that the whole of Louisiana
is ceded, whereas my federal friends here will have it,
that only the Island of New Orleans is given up. I have
been sending about for the National Intelligencer, but
could not find it. I long to see your enunciation of this
matter and to ascertain what is true. Every one seems
to rely on what yoft assert as the truth; but charge you
with being silent on Mr. Livingston's merit in this affair,
and your wishing to give the glory to Mr. Munroe, while
on the contrary it is believed here that the latter had
nothing to do with it.2 Even Mr. Jefferson is supposed
to have had little or no agency and this act on the part
of the French is supposed to result from their war with
Britain. It is said that when Mr. King expressed his
uneasiness at the conduct of the Spanish intendant, the
english ministry assured him he need be in no ways
anxious, because war would soon take place, in which
case the British would immediately take possession of
Lous'na, and as they would be our neighbours and friends,
we need have no apprehensions about the French. On
this information, Mr. King wrote the same to Livingston
who urged this to the French administration, as a motive
for giving up that territory to us, thereby preventing their
enemy from gaining such a valuable territory and such

^Mrs. Smith was visiting her sister, Mrs. Samuel Boyd.
2 Monroe had nothing to do with it.   The negotiations Were entirely
completed before he arrived in France.ed the budding powers of her heart and
